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Achievement, Attainment, and Curriculum

International comparisons of educational attainment, by age

The percentage of the population completing secondary and higher education in different countries
may be used to compare the skill level of the U.S. work force to that of our economic competitors.
Additionally, contrasting the educational attainment of the general population to the attainment
of younger age cohorts provides a means of comparing progress in the rates of high school and
college completion.

n A similar or higher percentage of 25- to 64-year-
olds in the United States completed secondary and
higher education compared to their counterparts
in Japan, Germany, the United Kingdom, France,
Italy, and Canada.

n Individuals 25 to 34 years old in Japan, Germany,
the United Kingdom, France, and Canada com-
pleted secondary education at rates similar to their
counterparts in the United States.

n The similarity of completion rates among the
younger generation (those ages 25–34) indicates
that the other countries have essentially caught

up to the United States in the percentage of their
populations completing secondary education.

n Females ages 25–34 in the United States were much
more likely to complete higher education than fe-
males and males of the same age group in other
large industrialized countries (with the exception
of males ages 25–34 in Japan).

n Males ages 25–34 in Japan were much more likely
to complete higher education than males of the
same age group in the other large industrialized
countries.  Males of the same age in the United

Percentage of the population in large industrialized countries who completed secondary and higher
education, by age, sex, and country: 1995

1
 Includes individuals who have completed at least secondary education.

2
 Data are for 1989.

NOTE:  In the United States, completing secondary education is defined
as graduating from high school or earning a GED; completing higher
education is defined as earning a bachelor’s degree or higher.

SOURCE:  Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development,
INES Project, International Indicators Project.

Total Male Female Total

Secondary Higher Secondary Higher Secondary Higher Secondary Higher

Country education1 education education1 education education1 education education1 education

Canada 83.9 19.5 82.4 19.2 85.4 19.7 75.2 17.0

France 85.5 14.0 87.3 13.7 83.8 14.3 68.4 10.7

Germany 88.9 12.5 91.0 13.7 86.7 11.3 83.7 12.9

Italy 49.1 8.2 46.9 7.8 51.2 8.6 34.9 7.9

Japan2 90.6 22.9 89.3 34.2 91.8 11.5 69.7 13.3

United Kingdom 86.1 14.8 87.5 16.3 84.7 13.1 75.9 12.4
United States 87.1 25.0 86.1 25.1 88.2 24.9 85.8 25.3

25–64 years old25–34 years old
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SOURCE:  Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, 
INES Project, International Indicators Project.

Percentage of the population in large industrialized countries who completed 

secondary and higher education, by age, sex, and country:  1995
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¹ Includes individuals who have completed at least secondary education.
² Data are for 1989.

NOTE:  In the United States, completing secondary education is defined 
as graduating from high school or earning a GED; completing higher 
education is defined as earning a bachelor's degree or higher.
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Supplemental Tables and Notes

Table 23-1 Percentage of the population who completed secondary and higher education, by sex,
country, and age:  1995

Total Male Female
Secondary Higher Secondary Higher Secondary Higher

Country education1 education education1 education education1 education

Large industrialized countries
   Canada 75.2 17.0 74.9 18.4 75.5 15.6
   France 68.4 10.7 72.8 11.8 64.2 9.6
   Germany 83.7 12.9 89.6 16.1 77.6 9.6
   Italy 34.9 7.9  36.7 8.8 33.2 7.0
   Japan2 69.7 13.3 70.9 21.5 68.5 5.2
   United Kingdom 75.9 12.4  81.4 15.4 70.5 9.4
   United States 85.8 25.3  85.3 27.7 86.3 23.0

Other countries
   Australia 52.8 13.8 63.7 14.6 41.9 12.9
   Austria 69.5 5.9 77.0 7.4 61.8 4.3
   Belgium 53.5 11.0 54.3 13.9 52.6 8.1
   Czech Republic 83.4 10.6 90.1 13.1 76.7 8.2
   Denmark 65.5 15.0 69.5 15.6 61.3 14.3
   Finland 65.4 11.5 64.5 13.1 66.2 9.9
   Greece 42.5 11.5 45.0 13.0 40.2 10.1
   Ireland 47.2 10.1 43.6 11.3 50.7 8.8
   Korea 59.8 18.1 69.5 23.9 49.8 12.2
   Luxembourg3  29.3 11.4 33.5 14.7 25.0 8.1
   Netherlands 61.2 22.0 66.8 24.9 55.5 18.9
   New Zealand 59.1 10.2 64.2 12.0 54.0 8.5
   Norway 81.2 17.6 81.6 18.2 80.7 17.0
   Poland 73.7 9.9 76.3 10.1 71.2 9.8
   Portugal 20.1 7.5 19.6 7.9 20.5 7.1
   Spain 28.0 11.8 30.3 12.0 25.8 11.6
   Sweden 74.7 14.3 73.0 15.0 76.4 13.6
   Switzerland 82.2 8.8 88.7 11.9 75.8 5.7
   Turkey 23.0 8.4 25.7 9.7 19.5 6.6

Large industrialized countries
   Canada 83.9 19.5 82.4 19.2 85.4 19.7
   France 85.5 14.0 87.3 13.7 83.8 14.3
   Germany 88.9 12.5 91.0 13.7 86.7 11.3
   Italy 49.1 8.2 46.9 7.8 51.2 8.6
   Japan2 90.6 22.9 89.3 34.2 91.8 11.5
   United Kingdom 86.1 14.8 87.5 16.3 84.7 13.1
   United States 87.1 25.0 86.1 25.1 88.2 24.9

25–64 years old

25–34 years old
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Table 23-1 Percentage of the population who completed secondary and higher education, by sex,
country, and age:  1995—Continued

Total Male Female
Secondary Higher Secondary Higher Secondary Higher

Country education1 education education1 education education1 education

Other countries
   Australia 57.4 14.3 66.8 14.2 48.2 14.5
   Austria 80.6 6.5 84.8 7.3 76.0 5.6
   Belgium 69.8 14.8 67.4 15.8 72.3 13.7
   Czech Republic 91.3 11.8 92.4 13.3 90.1 10.2
   Denmark 73.6 15.2 73.6 14.6 73.5 15.8
   Finland 82.7 12.8 81.0 13.5 84.6 12.1
   Greece 63.9 15.5 62.9 14.0 64.8 16.8
   Ireland 63.7 13.0 58.6 13.0 68.9 13.0
   Korea 86.5 28.8 89.1 33.6 83.7 23.8
   Luxembourg3  32.3 11.5 32.8 13.0 31.8 9.9
   Netherlands 70.3 24.5 70.0 24.8 70.7 24.2
   New Zealand 63.9 11.8 67.6 13.9 60.4 9.8
   Norway 88.4 19.9 87.1 17.4 89.8 22.4
   Poland 88.2 9.9 87.1 9.1 89.4 10.8
   Portugal 31.0 10.0 27.2 8.6 34.6 11.3
   Spain 47.2 17.9 45.6 15.2 48.8 20.6
   Sweden 88.0 12.6 86.8 12.6 89.2 12.5
   Switzerland 88.4 9.8 91.3 12.0 85.3 7.5
   Turkey 26.4 7.5 30.1 8.2 22.5 6.8

Large industrialized countries
   Canada 80.5 17.9 79.3 18.8 81.6 16.9
   France 74.4 11.1 79.1 12.1 69.8 10.1
   Germany 87.8 16.4 91.6 19.5 83.9 13.2
   Italy 42.5 10.6 44.2 11.5 40.8 9.8
   Japan2 77.0 14.5 77.0 23.6 77.0 5.4
   United Kingdom 80.2 14.7 85.1 18.3 75.3 11.1
   United States 88.4 26.6 87.6 28.0 89.1 25.3 
Other countries
   Australia 54.5 16.5 66.9 17.5 42.2 15.5
   Austria 73.1 7.4 80.5 9.1 65.3 5.6
   Belgium 57.7 11.9 57.5 15.3 57.9 8.5
   Czech Republic 85.6 11.1 91.2 13.3 80.0 8.8
   Denmark 69.8 17.6 74.1 17.3 65.3 17.8
   Finland 73.6 13.3 71.3 14.4 75.9 12.1
   Greece 50.2 14.2 51.8 16.4 48.6 12.2
   Ireland 51.0 10.8 47.6 12.5 54.3 9.2
   Korea 60.6 16.5 71.2 23.5 49.3 9.0
   Luxembourg3  33.5 14.0 37.8 17.5 29.0 10.4
   Netherlands 65.3 24.8 70.0 27.9 60.3 21.6
   New Zealand 63.8 11.5 67.7 12.8 59.9 10.3
   Norway 85.6 21.2 85.3 21.3 85.9 21.0
   Poland 81.7 9.7 82.1 9.5 81.3 9.9
   Portugal 24.0 9.8 22.9 10.2 24.9 9.5
   Spain 32.0 13.7 34.7 13.7 29.3 13.7
   Sweden 80.5 15.8 77.6 17.0 83.5 14.6
   Switzerland 84.5 10.4 89.1 13.2 79.8 7.5
   Turkey 23.2 9.1 26.9 10.9 18.2 6.6

25–34 years old

35–44 years old
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Table 24-1 Percentage distribution of 16- to 24-year-olds, by recency of migration and race/
ethnicity: October 1996

Hispanic Non-Hispanic
Recency of Puerto Other Asian/Pacific
migration Total Total Rican Mexican Hispanic Total* White Black Islander

     Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Born outside 50 states/D.C. 11.5 41.5 26.7 42.3 46.0 6.6 3.4 5.6 59.5
First generation 10.3 34.1 61.4 28.8 37.4 6.3 5.5 3.1 31.1
Later generation 78.2 24.4 11.8 28.9 16.6  87.0 91.1 91.3 9.4

* Due to relatively small sample sizes, American Indian/Alaskan Natives
are included in the total but are not shown separately.

NOTE:  Details may not add to 100 due to rounding.  People born in
Puerto Rico and the U.S. territories are grouped with those born in other
countries.  Individuals are classified as first generation if they were born

in one of the 50 states or Washington D.C. and at least one of their parents
was not.  Later generation includes those who were born in one of the 50
states or Washington D.C., as were both of their parents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, October
Current Population Survey, 1996.

Table 23-1 Percentage of the population who completed secondary and higher education, by sex,
country, and age:  1995—Continued

Total Male Female
Secondary Higher Secondary Higher Secondary Higher

Country education1 education education1 education education1 education

Large industrialized countries
   Canada 71.4 17.3 72.0 20.0 70.8 14.5
   France 62.0 10.2 67.2 12.3 56.7 8.2
   Germany 83.8 13.9 90.1 18.9 77.3 8.8
   Italy 27.8 7.9 31.9 9.4 23.8 6.4
   Japan2 59.6 9.1 62.4 15.8 56.9 2.5
   United Kingdom 71.6 10.9 78.8 14.9 64.4 6.9
   United States 86.2 28.0 86.1 32.7 86.4 23.6

Other countries
   Australia 51.5 13.5 62.3 14.5 40.3 12.4
   Austria 65.8 5.4 74.1 7.7 57.5 3.1
   Belgium 47.4 10.0 50.2 14.0 44.5 5.9
   Czech Republic 82.5 10.6 90.3 13.2 75.0 8.0
   Denmark 64.3 15.2 68.9 17.0 59.5 13.3
   Finland 58.6 11.8 57.6 14.2 59.6 9.4
   Greece 33.7 10.1 37.7 12.4 29.8 7.9
   Ireland 36.3 8.7 33.6 10.8 39.1 6.5
   Korea 39.1 10.6 53.0 15.7 24.7 5.3
   Luxembourg3  27.8 12.4 34.3 17.2 21.2 7.4
   Netherlands 55.9 21.0 64.8 25.8 46.5 15.9
   New Zealand 54.8 9.5 61.1 11.7 48.4 7.3
   Norway 78.9 16.3 79.6 19.0 78.0 13.3
   Poland 67.9 11.7 71.7 12.4 64.2 11.1
   Portugal 15.9 6.1 17.1 7.4 14.8 5.0
   Spain 17.9 8.9 22.5 11.1 13.4 6.8
   Sweden 68.6 16.5 66.5 17.2 70.8 15.8
   Switzerland 79.4 7.9 88.0 12.2 70.8 3.7
   Turkey 20.5 10.3 22.7 12.0 16.7 7.4

45–54 years old

1
 Includes individuals who had completed at least secondary education.

2
 Data are for 1989.

3
 Data are for 1996.

NOTE:  In the United States, completing secondary education is defined
as graduating from high school or earning a GED; completing higher
education is defined as earning a bachelor’s degree or higher.

SOURCE:  Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development,
INES Project, International Indicators Project.


